NOBEL

means of making use of his energy and his gifts. I accordingly
proposed that he should accept a trial appointment for one year, and
I showed him the special consideration of binding myself for this
period while leaving him perfectly free. He accepted these con-
ditions and received his 15,000 francs."

Such is Nobel's statement of what occurred, a statement the
truth of which Aristarchi had to admit. But it is clear that his
dismissal came as a very unpleasant surprise to the Turk. He
tried first to appeal to Nobel's magnanimity. He alleged that
shortly after receiving Nobel's letter of 5th September, he had
received a most attractive offer from the Sultan to re-enter the
Diplomatic Service, but that relying upon Nobel's assistance he
had refused the offer and in such terms as to preclude the possibility
of its ever being repeated. On meeting Nobel some weeks later he
had learned to his dismay that it was a question of only a temporary
appointment for one year, but he had considerately refrained from
showing his disappointment, as he had felt that it would have been a
pity to introduce any controversial element at the beginning of his
co-operation with Nobel, and he had therefore said nothing about
the Sultan's offer. Nobel's final decision had come as a complete
shock.

Nobel may be pardoned for haying been completely sceptical with
regard to Aristarchi's statement. He now realised what kind of
person Aristarchi was, and his reply was a cold refusal.

" I have loyally carried out the year's experiment," he wrote,
" but I find that you have not carried the question forward one
step. I do not know of a single article emanating from your pen
that deals with this matter, neither am I aware that you have
converted to the cause sponsored by Madame de Suttner a single
person of any importance. It is true that you were of opinion that
we should proceed by entirely different methods, and that it was
essential to found a special organ of publicity. At the very start
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